The complement system in pregnancy.
Maternal recognition of fetal antigens is well-documented. Antibodies directed against fetal antigens are the rule rather than the exception. Maternal antibodies seem to bind fetal antigens at the placental level and apparently activate the complement system even in normal pregnancy, yet multiple studies confirm an increase in C1q, C4, C3 and CH50 levels in pregnancy and an absence of complement activation. More sensitive assays and a broadened concept of the timing of crucial immunologic events may lead to a greater understanding of the importance of the complement system in pregnancy.